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The Imagineer 

REVIEW OF THE YEAR 2017 

 

Another busy year with changes on various fronts 

Bob Shanks, Chairman of Imagineering, 
commented: “While 2017 was a challenging 
year, Imagineering  continued its mission 
to spark the imagination of young people 
through   a positive first experience of   
engineering and technology.  
We are grateful for a dedicated hard-
working team of volunteers, many of whom 
have been supporting us for many years 
and are highly valued ambassadors for 
Imagineering.  
So we are looking forward optimistically   
to 2018, and with their assistance we will   
continue to inspire enthusiasm towards engineering, providing 
good role models. 
The Government’s campaign, 2018 The Year of Engineering, (see 
page 4) will provide exciting opportunities for many organisations, 
including Imagineering, to create a momentum of engagement and 
experiences.  One way and another it will be an exciting year.” 

Imagineering has had a busy if 

challenging year, as active as  

ever fulfilling its vision to en-

thuse and nurture the young   

engineers of the future amidst a 

rapidly shifting landscape. 

2017 has seen many challenges 

across the whole sector of educa-

tion in the delivery of the STEM   

subjects – science, technology,  

engineering and maths.  Schools 

budgets are being cut and head 

teachers, particularly in the primary 

sector, have had to make some  

serious decisions in prioritising the 

subjects they can deliver – science 

and technology are often not high 

on the list.  This has all put pressure 

on Imagineering Clubs. 

 

 

 

 

Independent organisations promot-

ing engineering and technology are 

also finding these challenging times 

particularly with funding.   

Imagineering continues to meet the 

challenges of the marketplace – 

offering more flexibility in Imagineer-

ing Clubs and the provision of its 

projects. It has consolidated its 

range of kits and continues to      

research new ideas and opportuni-

ties.  

In the meantime, the team is looking 

forward to an exciting 2018.  

Imagineering Trustee, Bob Young 
who has spearheaded the transfer 
from the former distributor, HME 
Technology, said: “We have borne 
in mind the needs of schools in the 
changing marketplace regarding 
meeting National Curriculum    
requirements and also reducing 
budgets.  Proops Bros are highly 
experienced in the marketplace 
and will enable us to meet a wide 
range of demands in the future.” 

NEW DISTRIBUTOR  

FOR  

CLUBS PROJECTS 
 
One of the major changes in 2017 
was the new arrangement with 
Proops Brothers Ltd of Fleckney, 
Leicestershire for the supply and 
distribution of the Imagineering pro-
ject kits to Imagineering Clubs in 
schools and to other customers. 
 
This has enabled much more flexi-
bility and Imagineering is now able 
to market a wider range of options.  
Provision for weekly Clubs of half 
the size (ideal for rural schools) is 
now available.  Also special themed 
packages are on offer such as Elec-
tro-Magnetism featuring three of the 
projects.  In the future more  individ-
ual options will be available.  
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She added: “Imagineering makes 

learning fun, because you are 

learning through doing practical 

things. Being a  member of the 

Club gave me opportunities to   

experience the  things you can do 

in engineering, and it helped me to 

realise what a wide and interesting 

subject it is.”  Isabelle hopes to 

take A-levels in maths and science 

subjects before entering an        

engineering apprenticeship. 

Imagineering Fair at Royal Bath 

& West Show. May/June 2017 

Nearly 23,000 visitors through 
the marquee  (130,000 through 
gate) and an- other Gold 

IMAGINEERING ON THE ROAD IN 2017 

The Imagineering outreach team took the message out on the road at a number of 
events across the country, providing exciting STEM activities for youngsters of all ages 
as well as engaging with parents, teachers and other educationalists.  It worked along-
side companies, manufacturers,  colleges and universities, engineering organisations, 
professional institution and other like-minded organisations—all sharing the same aim 
of inspiring the next generation of much-needed engineers and technologists through 
fun, active involvement and by providing clear career paths.  On these two pages are 
just a few of these successful events in a busy year. 

London Model Engineering   
Exhibition— Great Hall,         

Alexandra Palace—Jan 2017 

Three days—15,000 visitors    

to show 

RNAS Yeovilton Int Air Day, 
Ilchester, Somerset—July 

2017—STEM hangar 

1 day– 35,000 visitor to Air 
Day—nearly 600 visitors to 

Imagineering stand 
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Malvern Festival of Innovation-

Next Generation Day—Oct 2017 

750 pupils from 18 secondary 
schools—400 engaged on 

Imagineering stand. 

Scarborough Engineering 

Week, Yorkshire—Oct 2017 

2500 pupils from 35 schools 
attended show over 3 days.  

850 pupils engaged on stand. 

RAF Scampton Air Show,     

Lincoln— Sept 2017 

Brand new event. Red Arrows 
home base. 2 days. 50,000    
visitors—nearly 900 on Imagi-

neering Stand in Techno Zone. 

Great Yorkshire Show, Harrogate—

July 2017—Techno Zone 

3-day event. First time for Imagineer-
ing. 1400 visitors to stand. 135,000 to 

Show. 
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 Follow us on TWITTER @Imagineeringuk or 
FACEBOOK!      https://www.facebook.com/imagineering.org.uk  

 
‘The Imagineer’ is published by the Imagineering Foundation  

Charitable Incorporated Organisation No: 1158003 
The content of this newsletter was correct at time of publication  

www.imagineering.org.uk  
For comments please email: joy.jcm@btinternet.com  

© Imagineering Foundation  
Jan 2018 

Imagineering Foundation is an       
independent Charitable Incorporated   
Organisation number 1158003.       
It is dependent on grants and dona-
tions.  To find out how you can      
support this charity and the young 
engineers of tomorrow, go to: 
https://imagineering.org.uk/donate 

30 May—2 June 
IMAGINEERING FAIR 
Royal Bath & West Show, Shepton 
Mallet, Somerset 
 

7 July 
RNAS YEOVILTON INTERNATIONAL 
AIR DAY 
Ilchester, Somerset 
 

10-12 July 
GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOW 
Harrogate, Yorkshire 
 

October—date to be confirmed 
MALVERN FESTIVAL OF  
INNOVATION  
Next Generations Day 
 

October—dates to be confirmed 
SCARBOROUGH ENGINEERING 
WEEK   Yorkshire 

2018 AND BEYOND— 
THE FUTURE IS LOOKING BRIGHT 

Imagineering already has some exciting events booked in 
the calendar for 2018—and others are pending. 
Here are just a few of the exciting events for the diary. Some are for the 

public and the team will be welcoming families together in partnership with 

companies and engineering organisations.  Others will see Imagineering 

introducing fun activities to children of all ages from schools and youth 

groups. More information can be found on the website or social media– in 

the meantime here are some of the highlights to come. 

19-21 January  
LONDON MODEL ENGINEERING  
EXHIBITION 
Alexandra Palace, London 
 

31 January  
UNIV OF WARWICK SCIENCE  
GALA 
Science Concourse, University of  
Warwick 
 

9-13 April  
MACH  
National Exhibition Centre,  
Birmingham 
 

10 June  
RAF COSFORD AIR SHOW  
(to be confirmed) 
RAF Cosford, Albrighton,  
Wolverhampton 

 

 

IMAGINEERING NEEDS YOU! 
 

There are plenty of opportunities to help 
in Imagineering— as a Club Tutor or 
just to lend support at a Club; joining in 
steering group meetings; lending a hand 
at events.  There are plenty of opportuni-

ties to help inspire the 
next generation of en-
gineers, to be an Am-
bassador for Imagi-
neering and make a 
difference  
—and it is fun and rewarding! 

 
For more information contact:  

Joy Smith, PR & Marketing Manager: 
E: joy.jcm@btinternet.com  

http://www.dft.gov.uk/year-of-engineering-2018/
http://www.dft.gov.uk/year-of-engineering-2018/

